
Its Various Departments and
Manifest Advantages.

THE. SYSTEM EMPLOYED

AMtMtancc llcittlereil Student nnd
Headers How CutnloKtieH Are
Blade S stent of l'rlnt fur Illiml
lteuderu IntcrcHtinir 1'enturcM of
tlic Mlit-I- Iluuin. j.

Since the doors of the new Library of
Congress have opened to the public the
Journalistic pen has been taxed to its ut-

most capacity in descriptions of the build
ing's architectural splendor, its vivid col
oring, rich, fantastic paintings, ornate de-

signs and its ingenious workmanship
from the standpoint of engineering skill.
Yet the building Itself is but the husk
around the grain, the body housing the
composite spirit of past and present ages;
so that vast structure of stones, costly
bronze doors, and a 3.000 gilded roof,
are of far less, importance in reality
than many a plainly-boun- d olume. sold
In the market for 2j cents, but rich in
that which stirs into being the soul's
highest aspirations.

The collection of books moved into the
new Library, and which promises to be-

come in the future one of the most com-

plete In the world, obtained Us first
great Impetus toward systematic growth
about the beginning of llr. Spofford's ten-

ure of office, in M4. Before that period
noble attempts were made at establishing
the Library .on a good basis; such at-
tempts being partially frustrated by tho
burning of the Capitol by the British, and
by the subsequent unsettled condition of
affairs up to the close of the civil war.
Trom that time to the present the grow th
of the Library has been phenomenal, and
Its usefulness to the people increased an
hundredfold. From 70,000 volumes In 1W1,

it has Increased to 7S7.715, the last pub-
lished estimate.

The .ei I.ilirnrj.
The wonder was, when Mr. Young as-

sumed the duties of librarian, not that he
found such masses of unclassified ma-
terial packed away In cramped quarters
at the Capitol, but that Sir. Spofford and
his little band of emplojes had managed
to keep nearly everj thing in the shape
of reading matter, for which there might
be a call, accessible to Congress and the
people. Sa skilled were they In their du-
ties that none but themselves realized
thoroughly the need for new quarters.
This need has been fully satisfied in the
new building. During the one jear of Its
occupancy, expansion along all lines has
made the Library's availability for pub-
lic use so great, that Its general reading
room bids fair some day to partake of
the nature of a National 1'nlversity. as
" JjLflteady our greatest bureau of in-
formation. Here In this reading room is
the center of the Library's usefulness.
The carual "dghtsecr, who stands with di-
lated eje and agape In the laby-
rinth of surrounding corridors and marble
arches, listening nttcntivelj (perhaps)" to
the measured monotone of a guide spin-
ning out the history of each object of In-

terest, goes luck to hl home without a
conception of the work th- -, reading-roo-

Is doing, not only for Washington people,
but for thoe in the remotest section of
the country .About fortj persons of the
Itl comprising the entire force are

in connection with this depart-
ment. There are veral assistants to the
chief, besides n number of attendants

bonks and replacing
them oi the sheHes.

The duties of the assistants renuirp a
trained body of librarians for their per-
formance, while thoe of the chief of the
reading-roo- are onerous and complkat-ed- ,

requiring spec'ai aptitude and exten-
sive experience in librarj work; for vvnlle
It Is not necessary that he should himself
know ecrjthtng In connection 'vi.h print-
ed publications, he must know exactly
where such information may lie found,
since it Is to this free dispensary of
knowledge that people now flock, not so
much as formerly to obtain a particular
book as 10 investigate special subject'.
In its capacity as a bureau of information
the department has proKunded to it ev-
ery ariety of question under the sun.
Examples selected at random are tjplcal
of a few of these varieties. "What is the
date of the thlrtj ears' warT" "How
much chloroform Is required to kill a
cat?" "Why did Oregon have but one
Senator during the last session of Con-
gress?" In addition to queries such as
these are requests for information on
technical subjects, making It necessary to
supply the student with everj thing of Im-
portance relative to his studies. There is
no limit to the number of books tor which
a reader may call, and all possible assist-
ance is rendered him. There is also a
large correspondence carried on with the
departments. Requests for Information
come dally from all sections of the Unit-
ed States. The information is furnished
tjpewritten and free of charge, and no
question. however trivial. Is ignored. The
work even extends to copjing long ex-

tracts from rare books for those to whom
the Library Is not accessible, making the
latter in truth of benefit to the whole na-

tion. There are many calls from a dis-
tance for public documents, and when-
ever possible these are procured and sent.

Tlie Herniations.
Dissatisfaction has been expressed in

Washington that the general public may
no longer take books from the Library on
pajment of a deposit to secure their safe
return; but excellent reasons are furnish-
ed for the withdrawal of the privilege.
Ever- - other facility being given the stu-
dent to aid his researches, he might of-

ten be handicapped In the beginning 6t
his work, by finding the very book which
he would need most out of the library.
Then the extra work entailed upon the
clerks hardly paid for benefits accru'ng
to home readers, whose wants will be
supplied by the new municipal llbrarj-soo- n

to be In operation with a nucleus or
5,000 volumes as a beginning. Tcis li-

brarj- will supply the class of
books usually In demand by the average
reader. So much has been said In regard
to facilities afforded those engaged In re-

search work that the Impression is likely
to go abroad that the reading-roo- m is
intended solely, or at least chiefly, for
that purpose. This, however, is not the
case. While enlarged opportunities and
more particularly the night opening, at
which time a majority of readers are
found to be engaged In work of a serious
nature rather than for pastime, have re-

cently given such Investigations a great
Impetus, the Library exists to serve all
classes, to be in the truest sense a uni-
versal library center; and the reader of
fiction Is as welcome as the digger for
Greek roots, or the delver In the mines
of philosophy The force in the reading-roo- m

Is hardly more than adequate for
current work, but by special effort great
progress has been made in classifying
books. For the convenience of. the clerks,
works most popularly In demand, such as
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history, biography, and some fiction, are
grouped in shelves surrounding the read-
ing room. The ample accommodations of
the new building have made practicable
the differentiation of the work cf the Li-

brary, to that there are now different de-

partments devoted to cataloguing. cojp-right- s.

manuscripts, music, ait, etc
the general reading-roo- Sir.

Ilutcheson has in charge the one for
Senators and Representatives, the pavil-
ion for the blind, reading-roo- at the
Capitol, and the care of books and book- -
stacks.

IiicreiiHlnir the Ilant.
The last Congressional appropriation

gave the librarj- - $23,W0 for the purchase of
books. Of this amount $15,000 was for
the general library; J2.D00 for law boaks;
11,500 for books of reference for the Su-

preme Court; $1,500 for exchange of pub-

lic documents for publications of foreign
governments; t:,5uo for purchase of tiles
of periodicals, serials and newspapers.
This amount Is but a drop in the bucket
of the Library's need, but It has enabled
the librarian, who is making strenuous
efforts to strengthen the resources of the
cotlcc-Io- to accomplish good results In
that direction. Important accessions
have been made, and the library, already
the largest in the country, numbers near--
Ij J00.OJ3 volumes, exclusive of pamphlets
and unbound ierIodIcais. It Is particu-
larly rich in matter relating to the Amer
ican Continent, and foreign works are
coming in more rapidly than In former
j ears. Large accessions are being made
by copv right and purchase of books on
Spain. Cuba, the Philippines and Hawaii,
too, come In for a good share. As soon
as Congress convenes, there will be pub-
lished a catalogue of works on Spain.

During the past year four bulletins have
been published by the Librarv No. 1,

"Copyright Law with Annotations;" No.
2, "LI-- t of Books Relating to Cuba;" No.
3, "Hawaii;" No. 4, "List of Maps of
Alaska and Northwest Territory." No.
5 will have Spain for Its title. Mr. young
Is constantly endeavoring to Impress up-

on Congress the need of a larger appro-
priation to strengthen the collection of
books along special lines. "Numerically,"
he says, "it Is strong, but there are great
deficiencies in such departments as musi-

cal literature, medical science, archaeol-
ogy, natural science, useful arts, theology
and philology, especially In the romance
language and literature." He also de-

plores the fact that modern French writ-

ers have such small representation.
Among foreign nations Great Britain
ranks first in contributions to our collec-

tion, one chapter of the forty-fou-r, into
which the librarj- - Is divided, being devot-

ed to her publications. France comes
next, followed by Germanj-- . Spain Is

fourth. In regard to our growing inter-
course with Spanish-America- n countries,
and the need for more works relating to
them, Mr. Toung sajs: "The Spanish-America- n

countries have done some cred-

itable work in that regard, especially
Chile and Peru. We have the record of a
series of valuable, documents pertaining
to the discovery, conquest and organiza-
tion of the Spanish colonies of America.
The first series Is necessary to our col-

lection."
The rare books of the library number

two or three thousand, some of which are
on exhibition in glass cases In the north-
west corridor of the building. Several
of the most Important are: The earliest
editions of Shakespeare's works, first edi-

tion of "Paradise Lost," first edition of
"Pierce Plowmftn's Vision," 1550, and oth-

er copies of old English writers. There
Is an old volume of newspapers contain-
ing the Pennsylvania Evening Post, with
the first prlpted copy of the Declaration
of Independence. Among the rare copies
of the Bible are the Bishop's Bible, 15C3;

Cranmer's Version. 1510; Coverdale's Ver-

sion, Matthew's Version, 1551; King James
folio Bible, first issue, 1611; the Codex
SInaltacus and Codex Alexandrinus; black
letter Bibles of earlj-- dates; Luther's Ger-
man version, and others. There Is a copy
of the Bible used by George Washington
on exhibition. It is hoped that In a short
time the Librarj- - may have editions of
the Bible printed In every tongue Into
which it has been translated. In glancing
through the pages of the old books It Is
Interesting to note the stjle of the title
pages, so different are they from those
of todaj-- . One old volume, entitled, "HIs-tor- j-

of the Life, Death and Exploits of
George Washington," has a lengthy and
verbose descriptions of itself In the title
page. After a long preamble of presenta-tatlo-

the price Is printed In large let-
ters, "37 1- cents."

Tliei Cntfuluirue Deiinrlmcni.
The "Open Sesame" to the treasures

of the Librarj- - Is the catalogue depart-
ment, for by means of its ramifying,
j-- systematic arrangement, the army of
books is marshaled out on its mission of
enlightenment, without anj' one of its
members losing place in line, so com-
pletely is trace kept of It. The
is a modification, or rather amplification,
of the Jeffersonlan- method the latter
having been In turn based upon that of
Bacon, who divided the catalogue Into
three chapters, History, Poesy and Fhilo-soph- j-,

with various subdivisions. Mr;
Spofford made radical changes In the sys-
tem In vogue when he became Librarian,
and increased the number of chapters
from 40 to 44. Among- them are such as
the following: General Historj-- , Historj--,
Biography. Descriptions of all countries;
save America and Great Britain, which

-- VPr fT -
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countries each has a separate chapter,
being the only nations thus honored;

Heraldrj-- , Costume, Medicine,
Theologj-- . Mathematics, Music, etc. The
force emplojcd In the catalogue deport-
ment numbers sixteen persons, but thero
is nork enough to be done to utilize sev-
eral times as manj-- .

Mr. J. C. M. Hanson, chief of the de-
partment, assumed the office In 18S7, with
but seven persons under his direction. By
January. ISIS, the work was komevvhat
systematized, and the first accession cata-
logue of the Librarj- - of Congress was'commenced. The accession catalogue is
a volume in .which are recorded the fol-
lowing facts concerning a book when it
first comes to the Librarj', date of entrj-- ,

source, whether b gift, copj right, pur-
chase, or International exchange; kind of
binding: cost, etc. Bj reference to a cer-
tain date, one may see what, books came
into the Librarj- - on that day. Each ac-
cession volume contains. 10,000 volumes. A
stamping apparatus, which prints num-
bers up to S9.K9, stamps the number giv-
en a certain volume In the accession cata-
logue, and then on the verso of the title
page of the book. An assistant or reader
desiring to know something of the source,
cost, etc., of the book, may note the num-
ber on the back of Its title page nnd then
refer to the same number In the accession
catalogue where the Information may be
found. One accession book Is already full,
while the second has almost reached No.
1S.O0O. A large number of works are not
entered In this catalogue, so that there
are actually 21,000 to 25.000 accessions, ex-
clusive of sheet music and unbound pe-
riodicals.

Meiinrimeni f OrUcriiigr sun! lie-f-- olt

luir.
Trom this department are sent out or-

ders for books to be purchased for the
Librarj. Books thus obtained are chieflj
from abroad, as a large majority of our
own writings find their waj- - to the Libra-
rj- through the operation of the copyright
law. It Is surprising, however, to note
how many of our.writers fail to copyright
their productions. Efforts are made to
procure most of these for the Librarj-- , and
as a large mass of the material alreadj-o- n

hand still remains uncatalogued. It
requires skill and experience to avoid du-
plication, especlallj- - In ordering Ameri-
cana.

The old official catalogue of the Li-
brarj- is being kept up. This means that
for a majoritj- - of books an author entrj-onlj--

Is made. The annual report to Sep-
tember 30, 1S?3, Is now nearly completed.
A point has been reached In the cata-
loguing, where for nil copj-rig- books
thero will be fifty copies printed of each
main or author card. This will permit
a beginning to be made for a public card
catalogue, which will Include, besides the
author entries, title entries and subject
entries for biographical and bibliographi-
cal works. As, soon as additions, to the
force permit, this will be extended to in-
clude all the features of a full diction-
ary catalogue. These printed entries are
made according to the bibliographical
stj le, adopted by a majority of American
libraries on the standard slzo card, known
as the three bj" five card.

At present It Is necessarj" to continue
the old sjstem of classification in a ma-
jority of the forty-fou- r chapters of the
Librarj--. In those sections containing
works which relate to writing, paleogra-
phy, printing, library, science and bibliog-
raphy, reclassification Is nearly complet-
ed. The new system is eclectic in its na-
ture, and, while not absolutelj- - based
upon any Individual printed scheme an
attempt has been made to include the
best features of all the main systems.
The expansive classification

has been utilized as muc'i as any,
although it is still in progress of publica-
tion.
The ofntlmi Unim! In (lie ev

Certain svmbols, either letters or fig-

ures, show deflnltelj- - in what section of
the Library a book may be found. Th?
notation adopted has much In common
with the sj stem now being Introducd at
Harvard Librarj", as also with that pro- -

THOUSANDS HAVE LEARNED

that the present epidemic of typhoid fever
is caused by the myriads of disease germs

wnich swarm
in our sew-
ers and drainpipes, and
that the use
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icient disin-
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solutelj- nec-- e

s s a r - to
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No. 7 Fourth Street Northeast, '
Washington, D. C.

posed by Mr. Brown, of the Clerkenwell
Librarj-- , England, the latter being known
as the adjustable sj stemiwf classifica-
tion. Mr. Brown's system, Kromlies to"

flpd great favor among ErigEsh librari-
ans. f

Mr. Hanson gives the following con-

densed exposition of the method used In
the library: "Each letter-o- f the alphabet
is used to represent a certain class or
classes, In a sjstematlc arrangement of
all books in the library. Thus, Z stands
for writing, printing, library, science.
btbliograhpj--, which division may in one
word be called the'book.'irts Under Z
subdivisions are denoted .by figures In I

strict numerical sequence. Thus Z-- is
the mark which denotes books on writ
ing in general, printing, library
periodicals. "Without usln-- j more than five
places 9,8M sections can be denoted In
this way under each letter. Under each
section books falling within It are gen-
erally arranged alphabetically by author
or title. Thus, In library periodi-
cals, lh Centralblatt fur blbllbthekswe-se- n'

would lecelve the markT,5W!71
which, when prtsentcd at th'c desk, will
produce the Vet known by this name. It
will not be hecessarj' to add the title. If
any special jear or volume is wanted, that
must be added on. he calljsllp."

The IJbrary has a considerable collec-
tion of reference works In th.e catalogue
department, consisting mainly --Of printed
librarj- - catalogues-- , such as Congressional
Library Catalogue, that of the British
Museum, Index catalogue ,of the lllirary
Of the Surgeon General's office, NAtlonal
Bibliographies, showing what books are
published in a certain .country In a given
time, social reference 'works .for finding
names of authors, bibliographical diction-
aries of different countries nnd blbllo- -

i grapmcai wonts ueauus " pjwui ru,- -
' -. ti l .1....-- i-- . tttinlfl.. ryrf

JVCISJ. .IJIUKrlliCI i""i. ,v.- -

volumes of reference works shelved In

this department. The catalogue depart-
ment attends also to the binding of books.
During the past jear 3,7i0,'volumes have
been sent to the GovernmentPrlnllng Of-

fice for bindings. It Is hopedHhat before
long the beginning of a of
the Library may be put Ixore the pub-

lic, but the force Is at prescrtt'lnadequate
and can hardly keep up with current ac-

cessions. :.

liar f'nrtl t'ntnlr-u- .
Before a catalogue Is printed, the card

catalogue supplies Its plate. This Is

contained In a large case divided off into
compartments, like drawers or trays.

are arranged loosely In thcdraw-cr- s

and In alphabetical order, like a dic-

tionary. The cards give printed or type-

written descriptions of tba books, indi-

cating to what class they belong. The
card catalogue Is used an a supplement to
book catalogues, even after the latter are
nrlnted. owing to the fact that new books
arrive dallj, and mut be entered in the.
catalogue. The old subject catalogue of
the Librarj- - is complete onlj- - dow n to the
jear ISO. After that time an author cat-
alogue was begun, which was discontin-
ued In 140. after halng reached nearly
to the end of letter C. After 15S0 a few
annual were primed. In con-

nection with reclassification a, shelf cata-
logue Is being made on cards. This Is to
be accompanied by an author and subject
Index. The cards are arpined in an or-

der in the drawer, corrfsrfonding exact-
ly with the arrangement of the books on
the shelves When thisfcatalogue Is fin-

ished for librarj-- , science' and biblio-
graphy. It is hoped thai 'It can be made
tho basis for a reader's bibliographical
handbook of the Librarj-- , which would
form the first of a serlcee of classed cat-
alogues to precede the main subject cata-
logue; and after the latter becomes n

to be placed before Btudents Inter-
ested In the particular clans which Is
Included.
Tin-- AcefimimitlntltmK fur- the Ullntl

Header.
A large pavilion In the northwest corner

of the librarj- - has ueenjl apart for the
use of blind readers, and put in charge
of Miss Etta Josslyn GlfBh',7 The idea of
having such a department originated with
Miss Helen MarrCampbeJLiand was car
ried out through the efforts of Mr. loung
and Mr. Ilutcheson. To the privilege of
reading have been added lectures, public
readings bj- - prominent people, musicals
and other features for the entertain-
ment of the blind, extending the scope
of the department so far bej'ond the
limits originally intended, that It par-
takes decidedly of the nature of a phil-
anthropic work. The public readings
were suggested bj Mr. Ilutcheson, and
Inaugurated with great success by Mrs.
John Russell Toung.

At the main de.k. near the door of the
pavillbn, Mls-- Glflln has on exhibition
books printed In the various s used
by the blind. Including the New York
Point, American Braille Dot system. In-
vented bj Louis Braille in 1S23; the Lu-
cas stenographic sjstenCTIhd others. The
system In most general use Is the New-Yor-

PoUnt system. Without entering
Into a technical description of its merits.
It Is sufflcier.to say that It Is the easi-
est read, enables books to be more con-
densed and gives the blind a tangible
form of writing. In one of the old svs-ten- is

tho Bible was printed in slxtj-liv- e

unwleldly volumes, while, by means of
the New-- York Point, not more than
eleven smaller ones are necessarj--. Books
for tho blind are verj- - expensive, and theLibrary has only about 219 volumes. The
collection Is growing, however, and many
charitably inclined persons are endeavor-
ing to secure donations to Increase its
number. A certain corner of the pavilion
has been set apart exclusively for theuse of blind readers, who, when" the ap-
ply for books, are always asked whatsjstem of sprinting they prefer. Someimportant works in- the collection are-Th- e

Bible printed in nearly all the sjs-tem- s,

Irving's works, some good musical
manuscripts. Pilgrim's Progress, miscel-
laneous poems, etc.

.Mllxlc.
This Is a department of which the pub-

lic seems to know very little. Situated in
the east wing of the building, at some dis-
tance from the general reading-roo- it
escapes the observation of casual visit-
ors. The w ork Is conducted by Mr. W. R.
Whlttlesej', superintendent, and Miss
Myrta M. Mason, assistant superinten-
dent. New music Is classified as rapidly
as It comes into the Librarj-- , and, as the
International copyright law now brings us
the productions of foreign masters from
the chief musical countries, such as Ger-
manj- and Ital-- , the denartjnent will soon
be well stocked with the gems of musical
compositions. Verj' nearly: varietv-maj- -

be found In the collection, from In-

structions to a drum mqjortft sjmphonles
for orchestras. All opersy scfjres produced
here and In Europe Hnd',the(r way to this
department, making It a reference llbrarj-fo- r

the practical muslciaH A' piano room,
furnished with an exceUent piano, adjoins
the main room, and the mufician is sent
to the former to try pjwS'Pf music ob-

tained from the musical iibrarj-- . This en-
ables one who desires ro make purchases
of music for any purpose-- to decide be-

forehand what compositfpns are to be pre-
ferred. A record is keu,t,,of each appli-
cation for music and the kind for which
a call is made. This is dbne'tn order to es-

timate what classes sic are most
needed for the Elbrarj-'- n dallj- - use.

So complete Is the sjstem of filing away
that separate pieces of music can be lo-

cated as easllj-- as books in the general
Librarj-- . It Is in this department that we
can detect one of the most notable Im-

provements over the old Library. While
In the Capitol, the music j- plied
awaj-- , with no facilities for making It ac-
cessible to the musician. The officials now
In charge or the collection lay stress
upon the fact that the latter Is not
merely on, exhibition,, ,but for practical
work and dallj-- use." In a classified col-

lection are exhibited samples of kinder-
garten music, and all of the various sys-em- s,

from the tonic sol fa to the latest
methods. Some prominent teachers of
this city, who ha vjs learned of the useful-
ness of this department, come to It to
ohtaln the latest and best methods to In-
terest pupils. The' mural ornamentation
of the music roonr is being supplemented
from time to time with pictures of prom-
inent musicians, singers and composers.
Of the material available" and unavail-
ablethat Is, catalogued and uncatalogued

complete houscfumtshers Washington.

We have made great preparations
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comprising about 200,050 pieces, nearly
two-thir- of the copj rights are foreign.
There Is music in the collection for every
stjle of Instrument Imaginable, from pia-
no to wind Instrument, and the combina-
tions range from duds to orchestra, ar.d,
in milltarj- - music, from four trumpets to
a full band. Among the treasures of the
music room are an old opera score, pub-
lished in-- 1CS7, entitled "Albion and

an 61d hjmn book, published
In America In 1793. and a m'lmlograph of
the late John C. nimore. who notated
American Indian music with such suc
cess. The department Is endeavoring to
obtain manucript music of our promi
nent musicians. Several donations have
nlreadj- - beeh made, one of the most Im-
portant of which li the manuscript of
the latest song composed by Mr. H. A.
Deach, the only woman In this country
who has composed a jmphonj- - for an or-
chestra. These manu-crip- ts will form the
nucleus of a collection which will one dav
be of untold value as an exhibition of
the works of American composers.

3IutinMcrIiti(.
In one of the most retired portions of

the Librarj- - building is a commodious
apartment, where the have
hied to take, In one sense of
the word, the "black veil." The room
was selected on account of Its being

the Ven of the average sightseer,
for wtooe benefit a number of rare man-
uscripts are on exhibition In glass cases
in another part of the building. As man-
uscripts are not given out in the general
reading room, this department has also a
room for the use of those who may be
interested in making a study of the man.
ucripts, or who wish to consult anj-- one
of them. A law was passed bj- - Congress
to prevent from going be-
yond the of the Librarj', so that
all work, even to bind them, must be done
In accordance with this law. Dr.

chief of the department, togeth-
er three or four assistants Is busl-l- j-

engaged in classifj-in- old
and arranging them on temporarj shelves.
Permanent cases or Iron and glass are
now in process of construction for their
better preservation. Later on all man-
uscripts will be bound in volumes, but It
will first be necessarj- - for most of them
to be repaired. There are 1,050 volumes of
these treasures, and enough unbound to
make as manj-- more. man-
uscripts Is pecullarlj- - difficult, as each In-

dividual one must be carefullj- - studied, in
order that the card catalogue maj- - be In-

telligible. The cards are prepared bj- - the
assistants reviewed bj- - Dr. Friedcn-wal- d,

who hopes In time to complete a
perfectly arranged card catalogue of tho
whole collection. Efforts are being made
to obtain the first of promi-
nent writers of todaj'. Such a collection
would be a most valuable legacj' for fu-

ture The great care taken
of and the fact that thej-wi-

be kept together and preserved for
all time, ought to be an inducement to
thoe In possession of collections or sin-
gle copies of rare manuscripts, to donate
them to the nation's storehouse of knowl-
edge.

For the same reason, and because this
Is the onlj branch of the Government
with a special attachment for
the safe keeping of Mr.
Young is urging the necessity of trans-
ferring archives (except thoe of an ad-
ministrative character) of the Govern-
ment to the Librarj". The
Toner, Torce and Washington colletion3
constitute some of the chief treasures of
the departments, and the glass cases in
the northwest section of the librarj- - are
filled with letters, and perhaps bearing
the signatures of Presidents of the

A most Interesting manus-ri- pt is
the "Narrative of Events In the Early
History of Virginia," written In Jeffer-
son's small, cramped, but perfectly legi-
ble handwriting. The richest deposits of
these treasures relate to colonial times.

Mnim.
The Map Department, under the direc-

tion of Mr. P. L. Philips, has undertaken
a work in which no other librarj- - has en-

gaged. It Is not only making a cata-
logue of separate maps, but is examining
every b.ook In the Library to find all

maps. This Is being done to make,
a card catalogue showing where eveij--thln-

g

In the shape of a map miy be
found. .

When a call is made for maps not In
the collection In the map room, but in
some book, cards are produced giving the
title of books and numbers of the pages
on which said, maps may o found. The
magnitude of such work, as the making
of this catalogue involves, is fullj- -

Justi-fiedJ- jy

Its utility. It has already been of
great service In several Important affairs
of the Gov eminent. One of note was th

The only in.

for the Christmas trade.

Those who follow fashion's decrees will include numer-
ous pieces of furniture in their list of gifts for Christmas.

The advantage of something at once beautiful and useful is
so apparent that furniture gifts please everyone. We reck-

oned on this contingency when we placed our orders dur-

ing the Summer, and 'we resolved that we would show a finer
I v.

line of articles specially.adajited to gifts than any other
house in the country: --That our stock has already attracted
a gieat deal of attention is from the fact of our liav-in-g

already been upon to lay aside many pretty pieces
to be delivered at Christinas.

Tea make welcome to any housekeeper, 11 TOquoting extremely prices. SlSltll
Easy Chairs, Morris Chairs, Parlor Tables, Library Tables,
Bookcases, China Closets, Ladies' Writing Desks, ToiletTables, ChevaJ Glasses, Pictures, Mirrors,

thousand and articles, numerous mention, a
to yourself puzzling haeand listened suggestions.

Goods selected upon payment a small deposit such
time as you of credit to extra charge made

accommodation of

House & Herrmann,
LIBERAL HOMEFURNISHERS,

901-90- 3 Seventh Cor. (Eye) Street.
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Something always popular. We
many exquisite designs" at sucb

especially for a lady
better than any you have seen vet.

Xo Parlor is complete nowadays
designs that we have selected are

Venezuelan commission. Its members I

came to the Library for Information and Juie map aepartment was able to referthem to everj' printed map bearing- on thesubject of their researches. At the be-
ginning of our late war, the same aid was
furnished the- - War Department In regardto the West Indian and Philippine Isl-
ands. Like all other departments- - of the

i

Librarj-- , this one Is at present makinglarge accessions to Its ccllectlorurelatinsto above mentioned countries of Spain.It also has a fine collection, recently pub-
lished, of maps relating to the NorthwestBoundary Commission, Alaska and Can-
ada.

Here Is the one money-makin- g branch
of the Librarj--. Last year Its receipts
were 153,376; but this small amount is of
no importance in comparison with the
usefulness of the copyright as a vehicle
for bringing In nedrly all publications
of this countrj-- , and much from abroad,
and the protection which It affords au-
thors. Mr. T. Solberg and his force, com-
prising thirty people, are emp'.ojed chiefly
In recording applications for copj-righl- s

and in making out and sending certifi-
cates. A catalogue of copj rights Is pub-
lished weekly and bound everj-- quarter,
making four volumes per annum. Last
jear more than 70.000 were recorded. This
jear will add three or four thousand
more. Glancing over the copyright cata-
logues of the past few months one finds
here, as everj where else in the Librarj-- ,

that Spain, Cuba, the Philippines and the
war bob up serenely on every side. The
pages teem with copyrights of everything,
from an article entitled "Why Cervera
Left Santiago" to extensive historical
works.

An attempt has been made here to give
the public some Idea of the work which
this new branch of the Government Is do-
ing. Reincarnated In a magnificent build-
ing, allowing vast capacity for further ex-
pansion, with all Its branches thorough! y
organlzed and equipped for the transac-
tion of business, with a trained and eff-
icient force of emplojes directed bj- - off-
icials whose progressive minds are replete
with the germs of great designs. Is it

that the Library has advanced
In the twinkling of an ej--e from the state
of being little more than a depository for
books to the dignity of a Gov-
ernmental department? What It has done
Is to be commended. What It may do In
the future depends upon the spirit and
energj- - of the people to demand, and the
llberalltv-- of Congress, spurred bj- - this de-

mand, in the matter of "supplj," a prin-
ciple of pollUcal economj-- , which in all
ages has made the wheels of advance-
ment not only "go round," but "move on."

SUE FITE RAMSEY.
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fit? Don Fnreil Ilet.
(From the Orltnaj Times.)

"It t a singular fact," said an army cHctrthe otbr day. "that the city Trfimtwrs wiremuch less liable to sickens durin? the rn-n- t

Cutan campaign than the young mm Jrcm thecountry. On would naturally suppose that th
rtTtrw would be the case, and that the out-of- -
door life of the country bojs vnuld hare pun
them a great advantage over the fellow, from
ciSces and stores and ,conntics rooms. Bur inthe commands that came under, mr terrati--
m ciiy soiaiers were tne last lo be talen ill.and I am inclined to beliere that was the general
rule. I don't know how to account for it, ex-
cept on the theory that urban life is really a tre-
mendous strain and those who up under itare inured to irregular hour", and really strong-
er than the average man In the country districts.
Besides most town-bre- d youngneis do a great dv-l-

of rstfmatic scientific exercising in the gymna-
siums, and it u a fad to Veep in the pink ol
physical condition. Of cinrv, all that told intheir favor in actual semce. and helped to keep
them out of the The rountrv bors
made plendid fighters, and I am
of their liability to sickne--s which was a sur-
prise, I know to many of the physicians."

"I cgro Education.
(From the Atlanta Journal.)

A great part, by far the greater part of the
money that has been applied to the education of
the negro has been worst than wasted. We

that upon the whole the negro in the Soulu
would be letter oS morally and materially today
if there bad been no schools for him in the hut
thirty years. We mean by this to sar that thewgro school as a rule, especially the" school ot
higher grade, has inculcated fal and ticious
notions in the negro, has made him feel that he
is too good for his natural and proper place,
while It has failed utterly to fit him for a
higher sphere of action.

The wit negro leader in vmerica, Booker
VVaHngton, admits this, and he conducts a achool
for the children of his race which is d on the
only hopeful theory of the negro education. Tee
students at the institute arc educated
practically. The boys are taught carpentry,

plastering ghoemaking. plumbing, and
scientific farming. The girls learn to few, to
embroider, to make dree, to cook, and to da
other good and useful things.

The problem of negro education can be sohed
only in this way.

.Not Up to thi-- Mnrk.
(From the Omaha Bee.)

The latter day is probably dc-- r the
best he can to keep up the reputation of the
State for train robberies, but he is a bungl-c-

tyro when compared with the original arti-r-

The la-- J attempts hare been o crude that it
must make the body of Jerse Jamrs turn in its
grave and the retired members of the old gang
blush for sliame at the would be imitators.

Heurich's Sparkling Stock Ale Is a win-
ner. Everj bodj calls for Stock Ale. It
is sold on draught and in bottles by all
leading hotels and restaurants. 'Phone

C3I for a case.
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Yon a Piano ! .

i Upright Piano $147
Bros Upright Si 95

$450 Bradbury Upright S2
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Chickering Sq.
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such prices were never before
quoted in Washington and maj-- never

quoted again. And again think of
very easy terms we offer JI, $4. $3,
S and $10 monthly.

Rent $4 flonthly.

1225 Penna. Ave.
,.;;;; ;,.;.,;..;; ; t,,;,.;..;.


